
Election of New Vestry Members 

e are rapidly approaching 

the time when we will 

gather for the St. Philip’s 

Annual Parish Meeting.  

On Monday, January 11, 2010 at 6 

p.m. we will have the usual great meal 

and then hear state of the parish reports 

from the Rector, the Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden, and the Treasurer.  

Probably the most important thing that 

we will do that evening will be to elect 

four new members of the Vestry.  

Again, thank you to the outgoing mem-

bers for their three years of service.  

The 2009 Vestry has done an out-

standing job leading St. Philip’s 

through a very difficult year.  Special 

thanks to Senior Warden, Sparky  

Kolstad. 

     Before the election on January 11, I 

would like to offer a few thoughts on 

the Vestry.  The Canons of the Episco-

pal Church say very little about Vestry 

responsibilities.  According to Title I, 

Canon 14, Section 2, “The Vestry shall 

be agents and legal representatives of 

the Parish in all matters concerning its 

corporate property and the relations of 

the Parish to its clergy.”  The Canons 

of the Diocese of Texas expand on this 

just a little with regard to the care of 

the physical plant and the responsibil-

ity to insure that we have regular 

church services.  The Vestry also ap-

proves and supervises the annual parish 

budget.  While there is a spiritual as-

pect of Vestry membership, the body 

functions very much like a board of 

directors with definite legal and fiduci-

ary responsibilities. 
     Confirmed communicants in good 
standing of this Parish who are at least  

16 years of age are eligible to vote in the 

Vestry election.  Please let me stress that 

this is not a popularity contest.  We should 

be looking to elect people who are spiritu-

ally mature and seek God’s guidance in 

their work. We need people on the Vestry 

who have positive attitudes, will work to 

build community, and will work in concert 

with the other Vestry members and the 

Rector.  Additionally, we need people who 

are equipped to deal with legal and finan-

cial issues and are willing to donate their 

time. Thankfully, we have a large number 

of parishioners who were willing to have 

their names placed on the ballot.  Please 

look at these names and give them some 

thought and prayer.  
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     As we begin a new year at St. Philip’s, 

I want to thank all of you for the support 

that you have given me during my first six  

months here.  I hope to see a large turnout 

for the Annual meeting since I will be in-

troducing a program of evangelism that 

we will kick off  right after Easter.  See 

you on January 11. 

 

Blessings in Christ,  

Ted 



ride is a sin.  We all know and 

have been taught that all our lives, and we 

have most likely heard it said in more than 

one sermon.  In Mere Christianity, C. S. 

Lewis devotes quite a few pages to the evils of what 

he refers to as "The Great Sin"…but, I do feel proud.  

Not proud of anything I have done, but proud of St. 

Philip’s, and proud to be a part of the great commu-

nity of people who work to help our parish answer 

God's call to serve.  Rather than proud, perhaps I 

should say I am thankful, thankful that God gives us 

strength to answer His call, and thankful for our mu-

tual sharing of love and talents. 

     However, maybe it’s best not to spend too much 

time looking backward at what has been accom-

plished, but rather to look forward and consider what 

we can now do to answer God's call to further His 

Kingdom through St. Philip’s.  There are so many 

works remaining to be done.  Some of which we are 

aware and some yet to be discovered.  Isn't it exciting?  

Let's just see what God has planned for us to do this 

New Year and ask Him to help us keep our eyes open 

so that we may recognize the opportunities He gives 

us to serve Him.  THANK YOU.                

I would be remiss if I didn’t further acknowledge the 

tremendous assistance that has been given by Leo 

Mizell.  Leo has always been willing to step in when 

and where needed.  Also, I am grateful to Fr. Ted 

Welty for his ongoing support and encouragement. 

My deepest gratitude goes out to the many people 

who provided the labor and expertise in accomplish-

ing these goals.  I would like to extend not only my 

thanks, but the thanks of the entire congregation to 

you for all of your hard work.  You know who you 

are! 

    My best wishes to everyone at St. Philip’s who has 

worked with me in making the maintenance and 

needs of the church a high priority.  Thank you for 

making this a banner year. 

   November  Year-to-Date      Budget 

Beginning  

Balance 

$15,374.22  $33,859.92  $225,000.00  

Total  

Income 

$21,101.85  $181,884.75   

Total 

Disbursements 

$13,049.17  $192,317.77   

Ending  

Balance 

$23,426.90  $23,426.90   

t has been my pleasure to serve as 

the Junior Warden for St. Philip’s for the past 

year.  It has been a rewarding year in terms of 

the accomplishment of several goals in the 

area of safety, energy conservation, landscaping, and 

security: 

Parish Hall acoustics (Leo Mizell took on the ardu-

ous and highly successful task of sound abate-

ment).  

Keyless entry installed in administration area. 

Security lights installed. 

Handicap ramps fitted with skid resistant pads. 

Handrails installed. (Thank you Curt and Nick for 

your able assistance) 

Graffiti removal. 

Shelves built in the fire proof room. (Thank you 

Leo and Nick) 

Overall “housecleaning” and sale of excess items 

with the revenue benefiting the building fund.

(Thank you Joann Evans and family) 

Landscape maintenance (Thank you Leo, Jerry, 

Bebe, Jackie, and Leif) 
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t Mary’s Guild will meet on Monday eve-

ning at 6 p.m. January 18.  Bob Beck will 

give our lesson.   

     We had a wonderful group (apprx. 50 

people) who attended  the spaghetti dinner and movie 

on December 16.  The donations were most gener-

ous; now we can give to several  ministries needing 

help.  Thanks to all who donated funds to help us 

help others in need! 

ur Lay Eucharistic Visitors assisting Fr. Ted 

in visiting our members who are home-

bound or in nursing homes and/or assisted 

living facilities made 14 visits in December 

to celebrate Holy Communion with them. 

Sparky Kolstad 

Sid Walton 
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he ECW annual fundraising event “Spirit of 

Mardi Gras” will be January 27.  We need 

everyone to sign up for that day to work a 

station at noon or evening and also to cook 

Jambalaya, salad and bread, or pudding…AND do 

not forget to sell those tickets available from Mary 

Kolstad.  Call her at 903-724-1480 or call any board 

member. 

he ECW met December 8 in the Parish Hall 

to enjoy Nancy Kacvinski in full horse-

riding gear, hat and all, as she showed her 

pictures and told about her very memorable 

trip across the United States from South to North. 

Those of the group who enjoy South Dakota were ex-

cited to hear that that was among her favorite parts of 

the trip.  Thank you, Nancy, for a very enjoyable   

program.   

     January is Mardi Gras time for ECW.  Don't forget 

to get your tickets and put the date on your calendar. 
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A special thanks to Norwood and Carol Brenneke and Kay Chapman for 

all of the beautiful photos! 
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hanks to all who participate in giving altar 

flower memorials and thanksgiving offer-

ings.  To designate flowers on January 10, 17, 

24, 31, or February 7 and 14, please call the 

church office or contact Francis Williams at  

903-729-5743. 

he DOK will meet on the Thursday, January 

14 at 5:30 p.m.  We will look over the new 

National Study Guide for continuing our faith 

journey and discuss how to use it over the 

next year.  

he Lord blessed St. Philip’s on Christmas 

Eve with a very special gift...Roxanne 

Davis!  This young lady has served as an 

Acolyte at St. Philip’s since she was eight 

years old...she is 14 at the time of this writing and 

will be 15 on January 31.   

     Roxanne started playing guitar three years ago 

with the First Methodist Church Youth Worship 

Band.  She plays every Sunday and every Wednesday 

night with this band.  In addition to playing a 6-

stinged Stagg guitar, she plays a 12 stringed guitar 

and bass as well.  Roxanne is also gifted with a beau-

tiful voice! 

     At the Christmas Eve early service, Roxanne  

walked out with her guitar, sat down in a chair and 

began to sing What Child is This.  Her voice is clear 

and strong, and she has very true tones.  She never 

missed a beat or a progression as she accompanied 

herself with the guitar.  Madeline and Katherine 

Gierkey stood by Roxanne’s side listening to the 

carol. 

     We know that Roxanne uses the musical gifts the 

Lord has given her to serve Him, and we give thanks 

to Him for the gift that Roxanne is to all of us at St. 

Philip’s.  

hat would Christmas Eve be like without 

a beautiful solo of O Holy Night?  Charlie 

Nichols did a fine job singing this   inspir-

ing song.  As I listened to Charlie singing these fa-

miliar notes, I was lost again in the wonder of Christ-

mas and the gift that God gave the world...His son, 

Jesus, who is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world.  Thank you, Charlie for using the 

gift God has given you to glorify Him!  

Don’t forget that Sunday School 

will be resuming at 8:45 a.m. on 

January 10. 

Mark your calendars for Monday, January 11 at 

6 p.m. for the Annual Parish Mtg. with a      

Covered Dish Dinner.  New Vestry members 

will be elected at this time. 

On Sunday, January 10 at the 10 a.m. service, new 

ECW officers will be installed.  The new officers are:   

 

        

 

        

 

  

Next month, read about ECW special appointments 

and exciting new ECW plans for the new year!            

President Katherin Wardlaw 

Vice President Maxine Barnett        

Secretary Linda Walton 

Treasurer Martha Styner 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
New Year’s 

Day 

 

Office Closed 

2 

3  
7:30 a Morning 

Prayer 

10 a Morning 

Prayer 
 

4 
5:30 p Womenôs  

Cursillo Group 

  

 

5 
 

6  9 a Staff Mtg. 

10 a Bible Study 

5:30 p Euch/  

           Healing 

6:30 p Choir  

7 
 

8 
8:30 a 

Men’s Cursillo 

Group 

 

9 

10 
7:30 a Euch Rite I 

8:45 a Bible Study 

10 a Euch Rite II 

10 a ECW Officers  

Installation 

11   
 6 p Annual  

Parish Mtg. 
 

12 
9:30 a  ECW 

 

6 p Vestry Mtg. 

 

13  
9 a Staff Mtg. 

10 a Bible Study 

5:30 p Euch/Heal        

6:30 p Choir  

 

14 
5:30 p DOK 

15 
8:30 a 

Men’s Cursillo 

Group 

 

16 

17 
7:30 a Euch Rite I 

8:45 a Bible Study 

10 a Euch Rite II 

18  ML King Day 

6 p St Mary’s 

Guild 
5:30 p Womenôs 

Cursillo 

Office Closed 

19 20  
9 a Staff Mtg 
10 a Bible Study        

5:30 p Euch/Heal  

6:30 p Choir  

21  22 
8:30 a 

Men’s Cursillo 

Group 
   

23 

24 
7:30 a Euch Rite I 

8:45 a Bible Study 

10 a Euch Rite II 

25 
5:30 p Womenôs  

Cursillo Group  

 

26 27 Mardi Gras 
9 a Staff Mtg 
10 a Bible Study        

5:30 p Euch/Heal  

6:30 p Choir  

28 
 

29 
8:30 a 

Men’s Cursillo 

Group 

30 

31 
7:30 a Euch Rite I 

8:45 a Bible Study 

10 a Euch Rite II 
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February 2010 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

December 2009 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

2010  

1  Birdie Sue Holmes 

2  Tyler Paul 

3  Louise Buhl 

8  Donna Hart 

9  Nancy Laumen 

11  Clyde Poole 

15  Linda Walton 

16  Martha Polasek 

18  Toni Rogers 

19  Becky Myers 

20  Pat Derby 

20  Kathleen Smith 

20  Kristi Mitchell 

21  Shirley Rogers 

22  Leif Knippers 

23  Jane Nickle 

25  Chauncey Boone 

26  Rachel Sullivan 

27  Randall King 

28  Emalyn Nicholson 

31  Roxanne Davis 

John & Becky Myers 

Duke & Nancy Waggoner 
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