
               Alpha is Coming! 

 

ometime this 

month, you will see 

a large banner 

hanging on the Crawford 

Street side of St. Philipôs that reads 

ñAlpha is Coming!ò  Alpha is a ten-

week course that will begin at St. 

Philipôs on Tuesday, April 6, 2010.  

The course explores the key questions 

of the Christian faith.  The course 

originated in England, at Holy Trinity 

Brompton and has spread to over 

31,000 courses running in 163 coun-

tries.  

     Thirteen (13) million men and 

women, of all ages, have come on the 

course full of questions about Christi-

anity, and have found God as their Fa-

ther, Jesus Christ as their Savior, and 

the Holy Spirit as the One who comes 

to live within them.  Alpha is supported 

by all of the mainline Christians de-

nominations and is widely offered in 

the Episcopal Church.  Alpha is an op-

portunity for anyone to explore the 

Christian faith in a relaxed, nonthreat-

ening setting over ten thought-

provoking weekly sessions.  It is a low-

key, friendly, and fun way to explore 

the meaning of life. 

     The course begins with an introduc-

tory dinner and a chance to get an idea 

of what the course is about and to  

decide if the course is for you.  Each 

evening includes a meal, a talk that 

lasts for about 30 minutes, and then 

small group discussion.  Here is the 

lineup of Alpha talks:  

Introduction Dinner:  

Is there more to life than this?   

Week 1: Who is Jesus?  

Week 2: Why did Jesus die?   

Week 3: How can we have faith?    

Week 4: Why and how do I pray?    

Week 5: Why and how should I read the 

               Bible?  

Week 6: How does God guide us?  

Week 7: How can I resist evil?    

Week 8: Why & how should we tell 

               others?  

Week 9: Does God heal today?    

Week 10: What about the Church?  

Weekend:  

Who is the Holy Spirit?   

What does the Holy Spirit do?    

How can I be filled with the Holy 

      Spirit?  

How can I make the most of the rest of 

my life?     

     Alpha is a chance for spiritual growth,  

fellowship, and fun.  This course is for 

everyone.  It doesnôt matter if you have 

been a member of St. Philipôs for 50 years 

or if you have never been inside a church. 

Alpha is valuable for everyone.  Most 

churches who have offered Alpha have 

classes that are made up mostly of their 

own members at first, but as the word 

spreads, new people come in.  I have  

designated Sunday, March 14 as Alpha 

Sunday and Adult Christian Education that 

day will be an Alpha orientation with a 

chance to sign up.  If you know that you 

want to register now, thatôs fine, just call 

Kelan in the church office and he will get 

you signed up.  

Holy Week - Lest We Forget 

For the past several months in our Adult 

Christian Education Class, we have been 

studying the Book of Exodus, the basis for 

much of our theology.  As God reveals 

himself to Moses and the Israelites, one 

key element in their relationship recurs 

throughout Exodus, and this key to a right 

 relationship with God is memory.  
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Rectorôs Corner Continued 

God commands His people to remember. Regard-

ing the Passover in Chapter 12 of Exodus: This is 

a day for you to commemorate; for generations to 

come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the 

Lord ï a lasting ordinance.  

     Remembering is something that humans donôt 

do very well, and this is proven throughout  

Exodus and for that matter throughout history.  

Almost immediately following Godôs freeing the 

Hebrews from the bondage of slavery in Egypt 

the people complained, ñWas it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to 

the desert to die?ò After the parting of the waters 

of the Red Sea they complained, ñWhy did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our chil-

dren and livestock die of thirst?ò  Soon after that 

they grumbled, ñIf only we had died by the Lordôs 

hand in Egypt.  There we sat around pots of meat 

and ate all the food we wanted, but you have 

brought us out into this desert to starve this entire 

assembly to death.ò  Even as Moses was on Mt. 

Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments, the Isra-

elites were worshipping a golden calf. 

     In His infinite wisdom, God provided the Jews 

with a structure for remembering the Passover. 

Exodus 12:14-21, ñThis is a day you are to com-

memorate; for the generations to come you shall 

celebrate it as a festival to the LORD-a lasting 

ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread 

made without yeast. On the first day remove the 

yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything 

with yeast in it from the first day through the sev-

enth must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day 

hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the 

seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, ex-

cept to prepare food for everyone to eatðthat is 

all you may do. 

      17 Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

because it was on this very day that I brought 

your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as 

a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 

In the first month you are to eat bread made with-

out yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day 

until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 For 

seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. 

And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must 

be cut off from the community of Israel, whether 

he is an alien or native-born. 20 Eat nothing made  

with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened 

bread.ò  

     
21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and 

said to them, "Go at once and select the animals for your 

families and slaughter the Passover lamb.ò These in-

structions have been handed down over the centuries and 

are followed by Jews today. Passover begins on March, 

and the observance closely adheres to the instructions 

found in Exodus. 

     As we read this passage from Exodus, the relationship 

of Easter to the Passover becomes clear.  As Moses led 

the Israelites out of the bondage of slavery in Egypt, Je-

sus Christ leads us out of the bondage to sin and death. 

Jesus is our Passover Lamb.  Just as God stressed the im-

portance of memory to the Jews, at the Last Supper Jesus 

gave His disciples a structure to remember Him.  This 

means of remembering has been passed on to us from the 

Apostle Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians, For I 

received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 

Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 
24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 

"This is my body, which is for you; do this in remem-

brance of me." 25In the same way, after supper he took 

the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me."  Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, we remem-

ber the sacrifice of Jesus and give thanks for what God 

has done for us.  At the Fraction we say, ñChrist our 

Passover is sacrificed for us.ò 

     One of the beauties of our Anglican worship is the 

structure we have for remembering the sacrifice and the 

greatest miracle of all time ï the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  This year at St. Philipôs, we will have services 

every day during Holy Week.  During Holy Week, we 

begin with Palm Sunday and the triumphal entry into Je-

rusalem.  We will celebrate the Eucharist on Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday remembering the clearing of 

the temple, and the day of teaching in parables.  On 

Maundy Thursday, we remember the meal at which Jesus 

instituted the Eucharist, commanded the disciples to love 

one another, and washed their feet.  On Good Friday, we 

will remember the crucifixion and death of Jesus.  We 

begin the great celebration on Saturday evening with the 

Easter Vigil and the Service of Light, the Service of Les-

sons, baptisms, and the Holy Eucharist.  Easter Sunday is 

the highlight of our Church Year as we celebrate the Res-

urrection.  God has blessed St. Philipôs with a wonderful 

way to remember so hopefully, we will all take full ad-

vantage of it. 



Curt Winkler 

Norwood Brenneke 

   January  Year-to-Date 

Beginning  

Balance 

50,317.01 50,317.01 

Total  

Income 

16,816.50 16,816.50 

Total 

Expenses 

19,609.86 19,609.86 

Ending  

Balance 

46,668.17 46,668.17 

NOTE:   

St. Philipôs received a very generous donation to the 

building fund of $100,000.  The balance of the note for 

the parish hall is below $400,000. 

irst, I would like the entire St. Philipôs family to 

know how pleased and honored I am to serve as 

your Senior Warden.  Thanks to all of you for 

your support and participation in the life of St. 

Philipôs.  I feel that great things are happening at St. 

Philipôs Episcopal Church. 

     Our outreach and service to the needy of the commu-

nity, through our ñFund for the Poorò, is a wonderful 

ministry.  

     In January we helped 30 people with $1,434.00  

     Since inception, we helped 149 people with $7,601.00 

Remember Jesus words: 

      ñI tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.ò   

Matthew 25:40      

Leo Mizell 

hings are moving along here with several pro-

jects going on.  Those of you expecting plaques 

in the new Parish Hall, please be patient with 

me.  I am checking and double-checking with 

all of you for spelling and wording to ensure the plaques 

are what you want.  

     Dickens ordered the plaques and will begin engraving 

once they receive all of our information. 

      Soon we will have a new roof and gutters over the 

entry to the administration building.  We will arrange for 

everyone to enter the building through the Columbarium 

area for safety purposes.  This should only be for a cou-

ple of days once the work begins. 

      Recently we have had an issue with timers on our 

outside security lighting.  In trying to help, someone  

inadvertently changed the timers and we were without 

outside security lights for three nights.  Please talk to me 

before adjusting any of the timers. 

      The door leading from the hallway into the sacristy is 

a fire door and must remain closed at all times.  This is to 

prevent the spread of fire.   

      We now have a bulletin board in the hallway between 

Father Ted and Kelan's office.  Please talk to Kelan about 

posting any information you might want to put out for 

other parishioners to see.   

      I am looking forward to seeing you at the Lenten ser-

vices each Tuesday!  
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Mardi Gras Report 
Mary Kolstad 

veryone seemed to enjoy the Spirit of 

Mardi Gras...as Chairman, I thank each 

of you with all my heart for coming to-

gether and making it a success...your 

energy and joy was felt all day and evening. 

     Martha Styner reported as of February 9, we 

had served 456 persons, and $3,832.50 was our 

profit.  If any of you have tickets or money to turn 

in to Martha, please do so. 

     Mardi Gras evening after cleanup, we took the 

balloons outside for a ceremonial release, and this 

year it was in loving memory of the loved ones 

that started this annual fundraiser as Chili Fi-

esta.  Fifty years ago, Lib Fish gave her chili  

recipe for this event, and it has been used all these 

years.  Mrs. Fish's daughter, Ann Welty, is back 

with us now; and the idea for the Chili Fiesta  

began with the Naylor sisters, Frances and Eliza-

beth, and their home is now owned and occupied 

by Sid and Linda Walton.  And, Aline Hunter, 

Martha Styner's mother, was another one that 

started this tradition and many others such as 

Freda Blanchard, Dorothy McDonald and her 

mother Ethel Crider (Ms. Ethel sold 100 tickets 

every year) to name a few whom I knew.  We are 

thankful for all of these saints who gave us this 

tradition to carry on at St Philip's.   



PAGE 4 

           Kathryn Fagalde 
s the dutiful daughter of a father with a 

love of horses, I was initiated into the horse 

world by the time I was five years old . 

Dad had very diverse tastes, and I was in-

troduced to Hunters & Jumpers and Fox Hunting.  

After we moved to Texas there was Polo, Cutting 

Horses, Rodeo, Quarter Horse Racing, and American 

Saddle horses.  If it had hair on it, Dad was inter-

ested. 

     As the four kids were growing up, I decided that 

horses would be a good family thing, so I bought 

two and we became involved in Playday.  For a cou-

ple of years every Saturday night would find us at 

some arena waiting our turn to race madly around the 

arena doing barrels or rings or relay or flags.  The 

kids lost interest so I sold the horses. 

     Some years later, I acquired friends who had 

horses and began to ride again.  Between church and 

horses, Jerry and I became friends and then more 

than that.  He bought a little Arabian mare, Star, to 

make sure I knew he was serious.  After we married, 

I opted for another horse (also an Ara-

bian mare) rather than a wedding ring.  Somehow 

one thing lead to another and we had 10 horses on a 

one acre lot (hidden in the woods behind our residen-

tial lot in Grand Prairie) before we bought 40 acres 

south of Wolfe City and moved the whole lot.   

     Up until that time the horses were more or less an 

excuse to form friendships or to justify moving to the 

country 75 miles from work.  It wasn't until I an-

swered a classified ad in the Dallas Morning News 

for the Third Annual Unicorn Hunt to take place in 

Angelina National Forest that I discovered my own 

passion for horses. 

     The Unicorn Hunt was an endurance ride which is 

a cross country race covering 25, 50, or 100 

miles. Veterinarians control the ride and make sure 

the horses are not over-ridden.  The distance is di-

vided into "loops" or segments with a vet check of 

the horses after each loop to insure that they are "fit 

to continue".  

     The idea of being on the horse and racing through 

the woods, over creeks, and up and down hills 

sounded fascinating.  So Jerry and I hauled to the 

campground on Sam Rayburn Reservor. 

     I knew nothing about the event, but my riding in-

structor assured me that my horse would be perfect  

The òHorseyó Ladies of St. Philipõs for the discipline because he was so laid back and 

calm that he would not hurt himself.  Little did he 

know that Rion (Brownstone Orion) thought he was a 

racehorse and could not abide any one in front of 

him.  I NEVER wore gloves, so I came in off the first 

of two loops of a 15-mile ride with blistered and 

bleeding hands. That was no fun but I was hooked on 

endurance.  I loved the challenge and was soon riding 

every other day to condition the horse so we could 

move up to 50 mile rides.  Over several years, I did 

many rides in Texas and Oklahoma.   

     While I don't ride competitively anymore, Jerry 

and I do enjoy working the rides that are close to 

home.  That means we help mark trail, set up camp 

and vet check areas, cook, clean, etc.  There is a lot of 

opportunity to fellowship with some very nice people. 

     My last endurance horse is a 25-year old Arabian 

gelding (Jakayfa Supersport a.k.a Sport) retired now 

to pasture with the occasional job of hauling grand-

children.  His pasture mates are a 20-year 

old Appalousa mare (Pocahontas a.k.a. Pokie) and a 

pony-sized Arab-Quarter filly (PWF Chantilly Lace 

a.k.a Tilly).  Tilly will be started under saddle this 

sping.  I will be doing the ground work but Jerry has 

told me I'm too old to start broncs, so I'll let someone 

else ride her first.  I'm looking forward to having one 

to ride again.  And Tilly does come from endurance 

bloodlines on her Arab side. 

                                Beverly Beck 
I have had a love of horses since I was nine years old.  

Although I have not ridden across the United States 

from Texas to Canada, as my friend Nancy Kacvinski 

has, my horses, Sempe and Kyre, and I have had a 

great life together.  Sempe, a 24-year old lively hot-

blooded gray Arabian mare, has been part of our  

family for 15 years.  We had a lot of fun for a while 

showing her in English Pleasure classes at Arabian 

Horse Shows, and, for several years I rode her in 

front of large crowds in the Livestock Show and Ro-

deo Parades in downtown Houston.  We both loved it, 

although I think it nearly scared her to death when-

ever we were placed near the very loud high-stepping 

nationally acclaimed Texas Southern University 

Marching Band!  Unfortunately, Sempe now has a 

hoof disease and is no longer rideable. 

     Kyre was our daughter Sarahôs horse while Sarah 

was in school at Texas A&M.  Kyre is an 11-year old  



11-year old Arabian mare, also lively and  

hot-blooded.  A friend and I are working to teach 

Kyre basic body carriage required for Classical 

Dressage riding and performance.  These days, I 

continue to enjoy riding Kyre in the arena and on 

the trail as well.  

(Horsey Ladies Continued) 
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Rion  

and Sport 

Pokie 
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Kathryn on Little 

Egypt doing  

endurance 

Sport playing "school horse"  

t. Maryôs Guild Meeting will be on 

Monday, March 15 at 6 p.m.  Bob 

Beck will do the lesson in Psalms.   

     On Wednesday, March 17, St. 

Maryôs Guild will sponsor a Chili Supper after 

the Wednesday evening service.  Everyone is 

welcome!  A documentary film entitled 

"Patrick" (on the life of St. Patrick) filmed in 

Ireland and narrated by Liam Neeson will fol-

low the dinner.  Please call the church office to 

make reservations so St. Maryôs will know how 

much food to prepare.  Donations acceptedé

proceeds going to provide for the church and 

people in need in our community 

DOK will meet at the regular time on 

Thursday March 11 at 5:30 p.m. 



Altar Palms 

 
To dedicate altar palms used on the altar for Palm Sunday, March 28, please call Francis Williams at 

903.729.5743 or the Parish Administrator.  Please make checks to St. Philipôs Altar Flowers and mail to the 

church office. 

 

 

2010 Easter Altar Flower Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

To make your Easter offering for flowers, please fill out and return the form below.  Be sure to list those you 

are remembering or honoring in order for the names to appear in the service bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

2010 Easter Offering 
Your Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Flowers given in loving memory of 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Flowers given in thanksgiving of: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

My check for $________payable to St. Philipôs Altar Flowers is enclosed. 

Mail to:  Altar Guild Flowers, St. Philipôs Episcopal Church, 106 E. Crawford, Palestine, TX 75801. 
 

Please return form by March 22, 2010.   
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 JAMBALAYA  PICTURES 
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MORE JAMBALAYA  PICTURES 


