
for the poor, this would be a good time.  

This is an excerpt from Rev. Billy 

Grahamôs speech at the inauguration 

of President Lyndon Johnson in 1965: 

     History throbs with crisis, but the 

Gospel is that God is for man, and that, 

in the greatest crisis this world has ever 

known - when Jesus Christ went to the 

cross - God transformed that tragedy 

into triumph and wrought redemption 

for those who trust in Him.  

     Mr. President, on the wall of your 

office at the White House, I have seen a 

framed yellowed letter.  It was written 

to your Great-grandfather Baines more 

than 100 years ago, and it bears the bold 

-almost defiant - signature of Sam 

Houston. 

     Your great-grandfather led General 

Sam Houston to a saving knowledge of 

Jesus Christ.  This conversion trans-

formed that troubled, rough hero of San 

Jacinto into a man of peace, happiness, 

and purpose.  As Marquis James put it 

in his book, The Raven: ñThe long quest 

for spiritual repose ended when Houston 

knelt before the altar and asked to be 

received into the Church, and on the 

19th of November, 1858, the convert 

waded into the chilly waters of Rocky 

Creek, and was baptized.  A church  

publication at that time said, óThe an-

nouncement of General Houston's  

conversion has excited wonder and sur-

prise of many who have supposed that 

he was past praying for.ôò  

     At the time, somebody said to Sam 

Houston, ñWell, General, I hear all your 

sins were washed away.ò  ñI hope so,ò 

Sam Houston replied, ñbut if they were 

all washed away, the Lord help the fish 

down below.ò  On the day Sam Houston 

was baptized, he offered to pay half the 

minister's salary in the church.  When 

someone asked him about it, he said, 

      Annual Stewardship Campaign: 

e will kick off the annual St. 

Philipôs stewardship campaign 

on November 14 (the day that I 

have designated as Stewardship 

Sunday).  The campaign will conclude on 

Consecration Sunday, December 12, 

where we will dedicate our gifts to the 

Glory of God.  Maybe I shouldnôt tell you 

this because it could lead to very low  

attendance on November 14, but my ser-

mon on Stewardship Sunday will deal 

with stewardship.  Hopefully, we can 

raise the money we need for the 2011 op-

erating budget without a lot of whining 

and pleading.  In my opinion, how much 

you give to St. Philipôs is between you 

and God.  The main reason for allowing a 

month for the stewardship campaign is to 

give you time to pray and reflect on your 

pledge amount.  As we consider the St. 

Philipôs budget for 2011, we have every 

right to be optimistic.  There is an old 

Christian saying, ñGodôs work done in 

Godôs way will never lack for support.ò 

Fund for the Poor:  

Thanks be to God for all of you who have 

generously given to this outreach to the 

needy in Palestine.  Much of the money 

we give goes toward utility bills, and I 

have just learned that we are the only 

church that will help with water bills and 

with medicine.  Many of the people who 

come to us for help have recently been 

released from the hospital and would not 

have their medicine if it were not for the 

Fund for the Poor.  Because of heavy de-

mand this month, the fund is down to 

$350.  The Fund for the Poor is not part 

of the operating budget and is only 

funded by your donations to the Fund.  If 

you are considering donating to the Fund  
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ñMy pocket book was baptized, too.ò   

The Good News Set to Rap Music: 

     One of my friends recently sent me a video of 

Tamara Lowe, a motivational speaker, performing 

the Good News of the Gospel as rap.  Here is the 

text. To appreciate it, you need to read it with some 

rhythm.  It helps if you have heard rap music.  Hon-

estly, the only rap music that I have listened to has 

been from the automobile sitting next to me at a stop 

sign.  This is interesting.  ñTo be a survivor in this 

Amazing Race with the need for speed you need 

Godôs Grace and if youôre desperate like house-

wives watching days of our lives, you canôt cope 

without hope and that is not on a soap.  If youôre 

looking to Oprah or Dr. Phil you can shop non-stop 

or pop a pill, but the void wonôt fill and the pain 

wonôt kill until you love the one that hung on a hill.  

Kicking back in your lazy boy easy chair watching 

Who Wants To Be A Millionaire, nah youôre not 

gonna find it there.  No American Idol or Council 

Tribal has the final answer that will satisfy ya.  C. S. 

I. ainôt got a clue.  S.V.U. donôt know what to do 

Not the E.R. or those seen on a CD TV DVD or 

MP3 can save you and me.  CNN has got no Good 

News hereôs a headline you must choose.  Itôs not a 

simple life Paris Hilton, itôs treading on thin ice liv-

ing in sin.  You can be an apprentice for Donald 

Trump or eat Fear Factor fast food from a dump, 

you can be a heavy hitter or wheel of fortune winner 

or a Fox News no spin spinner or flat sinner but you 

better check this life that youôre livinô and make 

sure your sins are forgiven.  I betcha 50 cent Elvis 

done come and went, and eventually every Black-

eyed-pea, Gwen Stefani, P-Diddy and Britney.  

Every wanna-be on M T V with their Icy Bling, 

every Dixie Chick that Sings, they all gonna see the 

King of Kings.  I donôt care if youôre J-Lo, Leno or 

Bono, one thing you gotta know.  Some day youôre 

gonna die, Bro.  Then where are you gonna go.  

Hey, Iôm not talking some punk junk that is irrele-

vant.  Like your Grandmaôs church from way back 

when.  Itôs not some preacher feature on T B N that 

you need to be liking or listening.  The real super-

star is Jesus Christ.  Heôs the way, the truth and the 

life.  One day heôs gonna split the sky.  He is the 

brightest light and the highest high and so what I 

came to say and what Iôm telling you is donôt buy 

that stupid stuff they be selling ya, itôs all designed 

to fill your head and waste your space until your  
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Rectorôs Corner Continued  Dead. Hereôs the bottom line in my rhyme.  Give your 

life to God while there is still time.ò 

                      St. Philipôs Menôs Night Out 

                       November 16 at 6:00 PM: 

     Several people have pointed out to me that it has 

been a long time since the men of St. Philipôs have got-

ten together.  Women have the ECW, Daughters of the 

King, and St. Maryôs Guild but what about the men?  On 

Tuesday, November 16 at 6:00 p.m., the men will gather 

for beer, burgers, and a movie.  The movie will be one 

of my all-time favorites, Twelve OôClock High, starring 

Gregory Peck.  Please call the Church Office to make a 

reservation.  I hope to see all of you men on the 16th.   

Yours in Christ, 

Ted À 

Curt Winkler 

verything is running smoothly in the church.  

We missed everyone who did not attend the 

Parish Picnic on Sunday October 16.  Thank 

you, Marian and Dan Raney, for your hospi-

tality.  The decorations were outstanding! 

   September Year-to-Date 

Beginning Balance 39,167.50 49,461.53 

Total Income 14,266.60 167,297.10 

Total Expenses 18,695.45 182,019.03 

Ending Balance 34,738.65 34,738.65 

Norwood Brenneke 

t. Maryôs Guild will meet on November 15 at 

6 p.m.  We will not have a lesson because we 

will be planning a new meeting format.  

There will be a discussion on donating funds 

to the Rainbow Room, and we will be making plans for 

our Christmas party, which will be on December 13 at 6 

p.m. in the Parish House.  Bruce Barrett will be catering 

the dinner.  For more information, please contact Ann 

Davis at 903-584-3292. 
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Katherin Wardlaw  

Kathleen Smith 

long-celebrated tradition in the church has 

been a gift of altar flowers, which we give 

to the glory of God and in celebration of 

or in thanksgiving for our many blessings.  

We use two arrangements for St. Philipôs altar.  The 

cost of the two arrangements is $100. 

     More than one donor may share Flower dates.  

Anyone wishing to give flowers may contact the 

flower chairman, Francis Williams, at 903.729.5743 

or the church office at 903.729.4214.  Make out 

checks for altar flower donations to St. Philipôs  

Altar Flowers and mail to the church office. 

DOK will meet on Thursday, November 11, at 5:30 

p.m. in the Parlor.  We have concluded our study of 

Richard Fosterôs book Prayer: Finding the Heart's 

True Home.  

n December 14, at the monthly 

Episcopal Church Women meeting, a 

nominating committee will present a slate 

of ECW officers for 2011.  ECW meets 

monthly from September-May.  Every woman who 

is a member of St. Philip's is a member of ECW.  

     May we place your name on the slate as some-

one who would be willing to serve for one year in 

any of the following four positions?  

1. President 

2. Vice President (Program Chair) 

3. Treasurer 

4. Recording Secretary-Publicity 

     As outgoing president, Katherin Wardlaw serves 

as the Nominating Committee Chair.  Please notify 

Katherin if you are willing to offer your gifts to 

ECW and to St. Philip's for 2011.   

         Katherin Wardlaw 

         Phone: 903.729.7243 

         Email: counselingtesting@yahoo.com   

A Letter to the Members of St. Philip's ECW From 

Katherin Wardlaw, ECW President 

ear Women of St. Philip's, 

This time of the year we begin to think in 

terms of Fiesta, the primary fund raising 

event for ECW.  As you know, the funds de-

rived from Fiesta allow ECW to provide much needed 

assistance to many community organizations as well as 

to our own church family.  

     In years past, ECW has made generous donations to 

the Crisis Center and the Rainbow Room, as well as  

other local non-profit organizations.  One example in 

which our own parish has benefited from Fiesta reve-

nue is in the outfitting of our beautiful new kitchen. 

     A recent survey was sent to St. Philip's members in 

order to determine whether the next ECW fund raiser 

would feature chili or jambalaya.  The majority of the 

surveys that were returned resulted in a Chili Fiesta 

being selected as the popular choice. 

     First and foremost, a Chairperson is needed 

for planning and coordinating the Fiesta.  If you are 

willing to volunteer to be the Fiesta Chairperson, 

please notify Katherin Wardlaw at your earliest oppor-

tunity.  The Chairperson will no doubt have many  

willing volunteers to help her plan and execute a fun, 

lively, and very successful Fiesta.   

Don't hesitate...Call now!  

ll you Cursillistas, the November Cursillo 

(Nov 11-14) is quickly approaching.  Our 

team is ready to go!  Please PRAY about 

whether God would have you sponsor some-

one to this wonderful Cursillo weekend.  It's the most 

beautiful time of year to be at Camp Allen.  The 

weather is just perfect for a campsite weekend, and if 

you've ever talked to anyone who has made a campsite 

Cursillo, they would say that the experience for them 

was amazing!  

     Has God put someone on your heart who would 

benefit from Cursillo?  If so, ask that person if they 

would like to go in November.  This is also the least 

expensive way to attend a Cursillo weekend.  The 

campsite weekends are only $125 per person, so it's an  

mailto:counselingtesting@yahoo.com
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affordable way to go and commune with nature and 

experience more of God's love.  Invite someone to 

learn a method (based on piety, study, and action) 

that will help enrich their Christian life.  

      Nothing is impossible with God, so let's put legs 

to our prayers and fill this weekend, according to 

His will and purpose. 

     Last month, we had some really good pictures of 

our Rally Day booths.  Our Cursillo booth got left 

off by mistake, so I am including it in this November 

Curate.  Please see below. 

Cursillo Continued 

A selected reading from a meditation by  

Amy Carmichael 

            I will Perfect Thine Imperfections  

 
is thoughts said, I am ashamed because of my 

poverty of love and my interrupted obedience. 

     His Father said, I know it all.  I know thee 

as thou art and yet I love thee. 

     His thoughts said, I often pray to be delivered from 

slothfulness that all the spaces of my time may be fruit-

fully filled by Thee; and yet, the spaces seem to me 

quite empty, and the little that is done is so imperfectly 

done that I am ashamed. 

     His Father said, Commit thine empty spaces to me, 

and let thy trust be in the tender mercy of thy God for-

ever and ever.  I will perfect thine imperfections.  

n September 30, the Altar Guild had a train-

ing session followed by a wine and cheese 

Social.  Fr. Ted led us through an instructive 

Eucharist in regard to the Altar Guild. 

     On October 12, 2010, Beverly Beck presented to 

the ECW a program on how worship at St. Philipôs 

(via the Liturgy) is deeply rooted in the Old Testa-

ment.  Through a system of animal sacrifices and the 

shedding of blood, atonement for sins was made to 

God.  From the undated time of Adam and Eve 

throughout the Old Testament, God was to be wor-

shiped in this way.  Fifteen hundred years before 

Christ, God stated to Moses in the Law that the life of 

a creature was in its blood.  Blood must flow for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Worship in the Tabernacle, pre-

scribed in the Law, involved animal sacrifices. 

     John the Baptist declared Jesus to be the ñLamb of 

Godò.  His statement pointed all of the Old Testament 

animal sacrifices to Jesus.  The words of John were 

made 1,500 years after the Law was given to Moses.  

Jesus Himself said:  

 ñDo not think that I have come to abolish the 

             Law or the prophets; I have not come to  

             abolish them, but to fulfill themò 

                                                           Matthew 5:17  

     On the night before He was crucified, Jesus estab-

lished the Eucharist:  

ñAnd He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 

And  gave it to them saying: óThis is my body 

given for you, do this in remembrance of Meô. 

In the same way, after the supper, He took the 

cup, Saying óThis cup is the New Covenant in 

My blood, which is  poured out for you.ôò 

                                                          Luke 22:19-20 

     John and Jesus were both saying that Jesus was the 

final blood sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  

Manôs salvation is based on the substitutionary death 

of Jesus. 

     Altar Guild is a high calling.  Members tend the 

sacred elements and all their accoutrements.  New 

members are needed and will be trained accordingly. 
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