
St. Philip’s Episcopal 

Church 

106 East Crawford 

 

 
   
     I think that all of us would agree that the past 

month has been memorable and disturbing with 

the debt-limit fiasco, the stock market rol-

lercoaster, and the riots in England. I have copied 

an article from the August 20-21 Weekend Edi-

tion of the Wall Street Journal. The article is 

written by Jonathan Sacks, the chief rabbi of 

Britain. Lord Sacks is a philosopher and theolo-

gian and an astute observer of the human condi-

tion.  I have been a fan of his for a number of 

years. In 2001, the Archbishop of Canterbury 

conferred a Doctorate of Divinity on him in rec-

ognition of the ten years of his Chief Rabbinate. 

Please read this article keeping in mind that it 

applies just as much to our country as it does to 

Britain.  

      Reversing the Decay of London Undone 

Britain’s chief rabbi on the moral disintegration 

since the 1960s and how to rebuild 

     “It was the same city but it might have 

been a different planet. At the end of April, 

the eyes of the world were on London as a 

dashing prince and a radiant princess, Wil-

liam and Kate, rode in a horse-drawn car-

riage through streets lined with cheering 

crowds sharing a mood of joyous celebration. 

Less than four months later, the world was 

watching London again as hooded youths ran 

riot down high streets, smashing windows, 

looting shops, setting fire to cars, attacking 

passersby and throwing rocks at the police. 

     It looked like a scene from Cairo, Tunis 

or Tripoli earlier in the year. But this was no 

political uprising. People were breaking into 

shops and making off with clothes, shoes, 

electronic gadgets and flat-screen televisions. 

It was, as someone later called it, shopping 

with violence, consumerism run rampage, an 

explosion of lawlessness made possible by 

mobile phones as gangs discovered that by 

text messaging they could bring crowds onto 

the streets where they became, for a while, 

impossible to control. 

     Let us be clear. The numbers involved 

were relatively small. The lawkeepers vastly 

outnumbered the lawbreakers. People 

stepped in to rescue those attacked. Crowds 

appeared each morning to clear up the 

wreckage of the night before. Britain remains 

a decent, good and gracious society. 

     But the damage was real. Businesses were 

destroyed. People lost their homes. A 68-year-

old man, attacked by a mob while trying to 

put out a fire, died. Three young men in Bir-

mingham were killed in a hit-and-run attack. 

While it lasted, it was very frightening. 

     It took everyone by surprise. It should not 

have. 

     Britain is the latest country to pay the price 

for what happened half a century ago in one of 

the most radical transformations in the history 

of the West. In virtually every Western soci-

ety in the 1960s there was a moral revolution, 

an abandonment of its entire traditional ethic 

of self-restraint. All you need, sang the 

Beatles, is love. The Judeo-Christian moral 

code was jettisoned. In its place came: what-

ever works for you. The Ten Commandments 

were rewritten as the Ten Creative Sugges-

tions. Or as Allan Bloom put it in "The Clos-

ing of the American Mind": "I am the Lord 

Your God: Relax!" 

     You do not have to be a Victorian senti-

mentalist to realize that something has gone 

badly wrong since. In Britain today, more than 

40% of children are born outside marriage. 

This has led to new forms of child poverty 

that serious government spending has failed to 

cure. In 2007, a Unicef report found that Brit-

ain's children are the unhappiest in the world. 

The 2011 riots are one result. But there are 

others. 

     Whole communities are growing up with-

out fathers or male role models. Bringing up a 

family in the best of circumstances is not easy. 

To try to do it by placing the entire burden on 

women—91% of single-parent families in 

Britain are headed by the mother, according to 

census data—is practically absurd and morally 

indefensible. By the time boys are in their 

early teens they are physically stronger than 

their mothers. Having no fathers, they are 

socialized in gangs. No one can control them: 

not parents, teachers or even the local police. 

There are areas in Britain's major cities that 

have been no-go areas for years. Crime is 

rampant. So are drugs. It is a recipe for vio-

lence and despair. 

     That is the problem. At first it seemed as if 

the riots were almost random with no basis in 

class or race. As the perpetrators have come to 

court, a different picture has emerged. Of 

those charged, 60% had a previous criminal 

record, and 25% belonged to gangs. 
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Rector’s Corner Continued  

     This was the bursting of a dam of potential trouble that 

has been building for years. The collapse of families and 

communities leaves in its wake unsocialized young people, 

deprived of parental care, who on average—and yes, there 

are exceptions—do worse than their peers at school, are 

more susceptible to drug and alcohol abuse, less likely to 

find stable employment and more likely to land up in jail. 

The truth is, it is not their fault. They are the victims of the 

tsunami of wishful thinking that washed across the West 

saying that you can have sex without the responsibility of 

marriage, children without the responsibility of parent-

hood, social order without the responsibility of citizenship, 

liberty without the responsibility of morality and self-

esteem without the responsibility of work and earned 

achievement. 

     What has happened morally in the West is what has 

happened financially as well. Good and otherwise sensible 

people were persuaded that you could spend more than 

you earn, incur debt at unprecedented levels and consume 

the world's resources without thinking about who will pay 

the bill and when. It has been the culture of the free lunch 

in a world where there are no free lunches. 

     We have been spending our moral capital with the same 

reckless abandon that we have been spending our financial 

capital. Freud was right. The precondition of civilization is 

the ability to defer the gratification of instinct. And even 

Freud, who disliked religion and called it the "obsessional 

neurosis" of humankind, realized that it was the Judeo-

Christian ethic that trained people to control their appe-

tites. 

     There are large parts of Britain, Europe and even the 

United States where religion is a thing of the past and there 

is no counter-voice to the culture of buy it, spend it, wear 

it, flaunt it, because you're worth it. The message is that 

morality is passé, conscience is for wimps, and the single 

overriding command is "Thou shalt not be found out." 

     Has this happened before, and is there a way back? The 

answer to both questions is in the affirmative. In the 1820s, 

in Britain and America, a similar phenomenon occurred. 

People were moving from villages to cities. Families were 

disrupted. Young people were separated from their parents 

and no longer under their control. Alcohol consumption 

rose dramatically. So did violence. In the 1820s it was 

unsafe to walk the streets of London because of pickpock-

ets by day and "unruly ruffians" by night. 

     What happened over the next 30 years was a massive 

shift in public opinion. There was an unprecedented 

growth in charities, friendly societies, working men's insti-

tutes, temperance groups, church and synagogue associa-

tions, Sunday schools, YMCA buildings and moral cam-

paigns of every shape and size, fighting slavery or child 

labor or inhuman working conditions. The common factor 

was their focus on the building of moral character, self-

discipline, willpower and personal responsibility. It 

worked. Within a single generation, crime rates came 

down and social order was restored. What was achieved 

was nothing less than the re-moralization of society—

much of it driven by religion. 

     It was this that the young French aristocrat Alexis de 

Tocqueville saw on his visit to America in 1831. It aston-

ished him. Tocqueville was expecting to see, in the land 

that had enacted the constitutional separation of church and 

state, a secular society. To his amazement he found some-

thing completely different: a secular state, to be sure, but 

also a society in which religion was, he said, the first of its 

political (we would now say "civil") institutions. It did three 

things he saw as essential. It strengthened the family. It 

taught morality. And it encouraged active citizenship. 

     Nearly 200 years later, the Tocqueville of our time, Har-

vard sociologist Robert Putnam, made the same discovery. 

Mr. Putnam is famous for his diagnosis of the breakdown of 

social capital he called "bowling alone." More people were 

going bowling, but fewer were joining teams. It was a sym-

bol of the loss of community in an age of rampant individu-

alism. That was the bad news. 

     At the end of 2010, he published the good news. Social 

capital, he wrote in "American Grace," has not disappeared. 

It is alive and well and can be found in churches, syna-

gogues and other places of worship. Religious people, he 

discovered, make better neighbors and citizens. They are 

more likely to give to charity, volunteer, assist a homeless 

person, donate blood, spend time with someone feeling 

depressed, offer a seat to a stranger, help someone find a 

job and take part in local civic life. Affiliation to a religious 

community is the best predictor of altruism and empathy: 

better than education, age, income, gender or race. 

     Much can and must be done by governments, but they 

cannot of themselves change lives. Governments cannot 

make marriages or turn feckless individuals into responsible 

citizens. That needs another kind of change agent. Alexis de 

Tocqueville saw it then, Robert Putnam is saying it now. It 

needs religion: not as doctrine but as a shaper of behavior, a 

tutor in morality, an ongoing seminar in self-restraint and 

pursuit of the common good. 

     One of our great British exports to America, Harvard 

historian Niall Ferguson, has a fascinating passage in his 

recent book "Civilization," in which he asks whether the 

West can maintain its primacy on the world stage or if it is 

a civilization in decline. 

     He quotes a member of the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences, tasked with finding out what gave the West its 

dominance. He said: At first we thought it was your guns. 

Then we thought it was your political system, democracy. 

Then we said it was your economic system, capitalism. But 

for the last 20 years, we have known that it was your relig-

ion. 

     It was the Judeo-Christian heritage that gave the West its 

restless pursuit of a tomorrow that would be better than 

today. The Chinese have learned the lesson. Fifty years 

after Chairman Mao declared China a religion-free zone, 

there are now more Chinese Christians than there are mem-

bers of the Communist Party. 

     China has learned the lesson. The question is: Will we?” 
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**     Rally Day     ** 

**     St. Mary's "famous spaghetti" lunch fund raiser!!     ** 

**           When:          September 11th  11:15AM             ** 

**           Where:                     St. Phillips Church             ** 

**            How:  Call office - make reservations!!             ** 

**                      EVERYONE WELCOME                     ** 

** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** 

 

 

 

 

September 19th Business Meeting 

Some discussion on “Living The Question” 

 A study on questions 

 Jesus asks throughout The Gospel. 

  Please come join us!! 

 

 

 
                                      Martha Polasek 

 

   Cursillo group meetings are now every Tuesday after-

noon at 5:30 p.m. in the parlour. 

    The men's group continues to meet at 8 a.m. on Friday 

mornings at the Subs and Dogs.  

                 

 

 

 

 

The next ECW meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

 September 13  at 9:30 A.M. with Jeanette George and 

Mary Kolstad as hostesses. 

  John and Janet Tanner will present the program. 

  John is Director of ALERT ( “ Air Land Emergency 

Rescue Team”). Janet is John’s Program Director and is 

also a Leader at Bible Study Fellowship in Tyler . 

ALERT’s campus is north of Tyler. 

All St. Philip’s church women and their guests 

 are invited to attend.  

 

 

 

Rally Day – Sunday, September 11 

     Please join us as summer comes to an end and the activities 

at St. Philip’s begin again after a summer break. We will cele-

brate Holy Eucharist, Rite I as usual at 7:30 followed by Adult 

Christian Education at 8:45. During the celebration of Holy 

Eucharist, Rite II at 10:00 we will try something new. During 

the sequence hymn, the children present will process out of 

the church to the children’s chapel. We have printed a simpli-

fied order of worship for the children to conduct their own 

chapel service. They will return to the church during the an-

nouncements to participate in Holy Communion. We need 

children for this service. Please spread the word. 

     Following the 10:00 service on September 11, St. Mary’s 

Guild will serve a spaghetti lunch. Donations for their ministry 

will be gratefully accepted. 

Alpha Begins on September 12 

We will begin the third St. Philip’s Alpha Course on Monday, 

September 12, 2011. Many of you have completed the course 

and can talk it up. For those of you who haven’t done Alpha, 

please consider signing up this fall. It is 10 weeks of Christian 

fundamentals, food, fellowship, and fun. You can get more 

information at www.alphausa.org. Please start recruiting. 

Dinner Theater 

Thank you to everyone who worked to make the Dinner Thea-

ter a resounding success. George Michael Holmes’ gift of his 

time and considerable talent for two shows was an incredible 

gift to St. Philip’s. In this age of political rancor in our coun-

try, it was refreshing to see how people from different Pales-

tine churches could work together to raise $4,000 for the Fund 

for the Poor. Thank you also to those who gave money for the 

evening and also to those of you who bought tickets.   

Blessings in Christ, 

Ted+ 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Guild looks forward to its Fall service. 

 Please keep the members in your prayers. 

Beverly Beck 

Vice-President 

Beverly Beck 

Marian Raney 

Norwood Brenneke 

 July  2011 Year-to-Date 

Beginning Balance 53,354.74      39,944.82 

Total Income 14,623.97    126,132.09 

Total Expenses 17,328.15    115,738.23 

Ending Balance 50,650.56      50,650.56 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  

There is a good supply of prayer shawls available. 

They are available through the church office! 

http://www.alphausa.org
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Pictures from the Dinner Theater 

 courtesy Linda Walton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Holmes plays a mean harmonica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Walton waits for her guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Ted congratulates Michael 

 on a job well done 

Amelia Cook, Michael Holmes, Michael Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Walker and Niklas Ahrens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Holmes receives thanks from 

co-chairwomen McConnell, Bailey, and Holmes 
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Barbara and Sparky Kolstad offer their 

Expertise in the kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Johnston donated the beautiful 

Floral centerpieces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walker Price takes a well deserved 

rest from kitchen duties 

 

 

Jane McConnell thanks Michael (George) Holmes 

For presentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tommy Bailey rests 

Before the big event 
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   Even the Aprons Took on The theme 

Jane McConnell and Ann Lynn Bailey 

Pam Denson and Barbara Kolstad 

Shine in the kitchen 

 

 

 

Helen Elliott, Melissa Winkler, 

 Martha Hudson and grandson 
 

 

 

Melynda Bailey, Rosemary Miller and Anne Harris 

Lend an excellent ecumenical hand 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

      1 
 

 

 

 

2 
8:00am Men’s  

Cursillo Group 

 

3 

4 
7:30a Euch Rite I 

8:45a Christian Ed 

10a Euch Rite II 

5 
 

6 

5:30 pm Womens 

     Cursillo Group 

 

7 
10a Bible Study 

5:30p Euch/Heal  

6:30p Choir  

8 
 

9 
8:00am Men’s  

Cursillo Group 

PRC Parish Hall 

10 

11 
7:30a Euch Rite I 

8:45a Christian Ed 

10a Euch Rite II 

St Mary’s Rally 

Day Fundraiser 

12 
6 pm Alpha begins 

 

 

13 
9:30 am  ECW 

5:30 pm Womens 

     Cursillo Group 

6p Vestry Mtg 

14 
10a Bible Study 

5:30p Euch/Heal  

6:30p Choir  

15 
 

 

 

16 
8:00am Men’s  

Cursillo Group 

  

 

17 

 

 

  

18 
7:30a Euch Rite I 

8:45a Christian Ed 

10a Euch Rite II 

 

 

19 
6 pm Alpha 

 

 

20 
5:30 pm Womens 

     Cursillo Group 

 

 

21 
10a Bible Study 

5:30p Euch/Heal  

6:30p Choir  

 

22 
5:30 pm  DOK 

 

 

 

23 

8:00am Men’s  

Cursillo Group 

24 

25 
7:30a Euch Rite I 

8:45a Christian Ed 

10a Euch Rite II 

26 
6 pm Alpha 

 

 

 

 

27 
5:30 pm Womens 

     Cursillo Group 

28 
10a Bible Study 

5:30p Euch/Heal  

6:30p Choir  

29 30 
8:00am Men’s  

Cursillo Group 
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August 2011 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31     

 

25   Rosalyn Bennett 

28   Bart Norton 

30   Miranda Knippers 

  1   Charles Seagler 

  5   Sara Minton 

  5   Francis Hamilton 

  6   Howard Day 

10   Rollin Smith 

10   Carmen Blackwell 

12   Marilee Rogers 

13   David Sullivan 

14   Edythe Watkins 

14   Madeline Gierkey 

23   Joy Rhodes 

25   Inez Smith 

September 2011 

   

October 2011 

S M T W T F S 

           1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29  



Rector Ted Welty 

Church Administrator Kelan Eckerman 

Organist/Choirmaster Clarissa Delany 

Sexton Chris Rogers 

Sparky Kolstad (Senior Warden) 

Curt Winkler (Junior Warden) 

Norwood Brenneke   (Treasurer) 
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Church  

Administrator: 

kelan@stphilipepiscopalchurch.org  

stphilipspalestine@embarqmail.com 

Website:  stphilipepiscopalchurch.org 

Curate: tomprater@yahoo.com 
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